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Ms. Kasiemobi Onyejekwe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kasiemobi Onyejekwe (Kasi) is the daughter of Nigerian immigrants and was born in Chicago, IL.  Her  

mother practiced pharmacy and her father is a mechanic.   She has an older sister and a younger brother.  Observing 

her parents continue to transition into American culture, she noted the dedication, openness, and resilience necessary 

to grow up between two cultures.  Kasi watched her family devote themselves not only to their lives in America but 

also to their families back home in Nigeria.  They contributed supplies for and participated in medical missions to her 

father's village in Nigeria.  These medical missions in Nigeria peeked her initial interest in a career in the medical 

field. They participated in medical mission trips to Nigeria every three years in order to promote the importance of 

health awareness among families in the village of Oraifite.  Three days were dedicated to patient care in which doctors 

and pharmacists evaluated and diagnosed 1500 villagers. 

 

After graduating high school at St. Ignatius College Prep, Kasi transitioned to Purdue University and majored in 

Chemistry with minors in Forensic Science, Spanish, and Psychology.  She served as a peer mentor to undergraduate 

students in the Women in Science Program (WISP) and Learning through Experience and Awareness in Diversity  

Program (LEAD).  Kasi engaged in weekly activities with her WISP mentees and promoted campus-wide diversity 

through workshops in the residence halls with the LEAD participants.  In the summer of 2010, she had the opportunity 

to attend the Summer Medical and Dental Education Program (SMDEP) in Houston, Texas, which not only  

strengthened her dedication to medicine but reinforced the importance of academic and professional flexibility and 

cultural awareness. Kasi served as a resident assistant, tutor and Emily Mauzy Vogel Leadership Conference  

participant, to name a few.  

 

During her second year at Purdue Kasi met her husband, a fellow chemistry major when a mutual friend requested 

tutoring help in some of her courses. During her tenure at Purdue, she earned a spot on the Dean’s List for consecutive 

semesters and received awards through the Louis Stoke’s Alliance for Minority Participation (LSAMP), Discovery 

Park Undergraduate Research Internship (DURI) and the Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff. 

 

After graduating from Purdue University in 2012, Kasi continued her education at Indiana University School of  

Medicine.  She is scheduled to earn an MD in May 2016 and will begin her residency with at the University of  

Cincinnati as she pursues her dream of becoming a surgeon. 

 

In her spare time, Kasi enjoys engaging in yoga and pilates.  She also enjoys outdoor activities such as biking, roller 

blading and hiking.  Kasi and her husband have an interest in international cuisine and challenge themselves to cook a 

new dish each week.  
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Opening—Dr. Pamala Morris, Assistant Dean Diversity Programs Agriculture & Chair,  

Black Caucus of Faculty & Staff 

Welcome—Dr. Debasish Dutta, Provost & Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 

and Diversity 

Invocation—James J. Foster, University Residences, Resident Life 

National Anthem & Black National Anthem— All Sing (Page 9 & 10) 

Introduction of Speaker—Dr. Zenephia Evans, Director,  Science Diversity 

Speaker—Ms. Kasiemobi Onyejekwe 

Academic Awards—Mr. Baraka Corley, Program Manager Black Cultural Center 

Service & Leadership Awards—Dr. Venetria K. Patton,  Provost Fellow for Diversity & 

Inclusion and Head of School of Interdisciplinary Studies 

Clara E. Bell Award—Dr. Janelle Smalls, Continuing Lecturer, School of Nursing 

Parent of the Year Award—Ms. Terra Brantley, Past Parent of the Year 

Faculty/Staff of the Year Award— Dr. Dorothy Reed, Assistant Dean for  Engagement  

PBAO Scholarships—Ms. Camille McKinley, President Purdue Black Alumni Organization          

Closing—Dr. Pamala Morris, Assistant Dean Diversity Programs Agriculture & Chair, 

Black Caucus of Faculty & Staff 

Reception 1:00-3:00 pm  

Purdue East & West Faculty Lounges 

Purdue Memorial Union  



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

The Star Spangled Banner 
 

By Francis Scott Key 

 

 

Oh, say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed 

At the twilight’s last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, 

Through the perilous fight, 

O’er the ramparts we watched,  

Were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets’ red glare, 

The bombs bursting in air 

Gave proof through the night 

That our flag was still there. 

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    10 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 

By James Weldon Johnson 

 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing, 

Till earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the list’ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, 

Bitter the chast’ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered. 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

Out from the gloomy past, 

Till now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who hast by Thy might, 

Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 

Shadowed beneath They hand, 

May we forever stand, 

True to our God, 

True to our native land. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The Black Caucus  

The Caucus traces its roots to discussions and informal meetings among African American faculty and 

staff on the Purdue University West Lafayette campus in the Fall of 1970.  The concept for an organized 

group of Black faculty and staff initially was circulated by Dr. Buchanan, who held the position of       

Coordinator of Black Student Programs at the time.  These discussions continued over the next few years 

until September, 1974, when faculty and staff members responded positively to a proposal from Mr. Sam 

Hay, Director of Africana Studies and Research Center, to develop a more formal organizational  

structure.  An ad hoc leadership group began planning for the goal with monthly meetings at the old Black 

Cultural Center. 

 

Under a constitution ratified in December 1974, African American faculty and staff members voted on 

April 17, 1975 to establish the Black Faculty and Staff Council of Purdue University,  and elected as its 

first officers Dr. Luther Williams (Chairperson), Ms. Marion Blalock (Vice Chairperson), Dr. Darlene 

[Clark-] Hine (Recording Secretary–Treasurer), Mrs. Helen Bass Williams (Corresponding Secretary), 

Mr. Kenneth McNight (Parliamentarian), Capt. Jerome Adams, Mr. Samuel Hay, and Ms. Phoebe     

Coleman (Members-at-Large).  Purdue President Arthur G. Hansen was duly notified later that month.  

By the Spring of 1976, the organization became known as the Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff. 

 

The basic purpose, goals, and objectives of the Caucus have remained consistent across the life of the   

organization, and are articulated most clearly in its Constitution and Bylaws (1984): 

“The purpose of the Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff shall be: 

(a) To identify and act upon those issues which affect Black people at Purdue University and the greater 

Lafayette community, especially as they relate to the function of the University; 

(b) To institute and maintain an effective and positive relationship between the University and its Black 

constituency both on and off campus; 

(c) To reinforce self-awareness among Black people by implementing programs and activities designed to 

achieve these aims; 

(d) To gather and disseminate information about available talent, opportunities, and activities that will 

provide the University with a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of the Black experience; 

(e) To carry out other activities of a charitable and educational nature to promote the welfare of Black 

faculty, staff, and students.” 

 

From its earliest years, the Caucus undertook monitoring the number and status of African American staff 

and students at Purdue, providing mutual support, and engaging upper administration in planning for 

change and advancement on matters of concern.  One important, visible, and consistent function has been 

the Annual Awards Program.  Initially begun as an “Academic Support Fund Dance” that raised money 

for academic merit awards and a possible emergency loan fund, the Caucus distributed 30 “incentive 

awards” to Black students for the end of the 1975-76 academic year.  The Second Annual Academic   

Support Fund Dance honored 60 outstanding Purdue Undergraduates with cash awards, gifts, and         

certificated for excellence in scholarship, community service, and leadership.  Continuing its tradition of 

honoring students using only voluntary donations, this 41st Annual Program will honor over 150          

undergraduates of African descent at Purdue University. 

 

 

PURDUE BLACK CAUCUS OF FACULTY & STAFF 

P.O. BOX 2935, WEST LAFAYETTE, IN 47996-2935 
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 Freshman Honorees  

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Abaddi, Sabah B. College of Science 

Abebe, Hanna L. College of Liberal Arts 

Adams, James C. Polytechnic Institute 

Adaramola, Araoluwa A. First Year Engineering 

Adelakin, Temidayo F. Polytechnic Institute 

Adjei, Sherrie College of Health & Human Science 

Aduwari, Clare E. Pre-Pharmacy 

Aremu, Deborah M. College of Agriculture 

Armstead, Aliyah M. College of Health & Human Science 

Bailey, Markus L. College of Health & Human Science 

Banks, Aaron A. First Year Engineering 

Bell, Diego D. Polytechnic Institute 

Berrios, Shani M. College of Health & Human Science 

Brown, Antonie M. School of Management 

Brown, Aurelia B. College of Health & Human Science 

Brown, Devonte D. College of Agriculture 

Brown, Joi A. College of Liberal Arts 

Brownlee, Verrick A. School of Management 

Bully II, Dan First Year Engineering 

Cannon, Marissa Y. Polytechnic Institute 

Cook, Joy J. Polytechnic Institute 

Cosby, Jazen C. College of Science 

Crawford, Makayla Polytechnic Institute 

Day, David L. School of Management 

Druhet, Hollis T. Exploratory Studies 

Dulaney, Symone D. College of Agriculture 

Edgerson, Alexis V. College of Science 

Enis, Max M. Polytechnic Institute 

Evans, Jalynn M. College of Health & Human Science 

Fields, Nicholas A. College of Liberal Arts 

Gibbons, Whitney A. College of Agriculture 

Hachlaf, Jamila N. College of Agriculture 

Hightower, Nia G. First Year Engineering 

Huff, Kendria L. College of Agriculture 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Freshman Honorees 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Jones, Hannah K. College of Science 

Jouett, Jacquelyn L. College of Health & Human Science 

Kore, Heaven P. College of Health & Human Science 

McCuiston, Victoria L. College of Liberal Arts 

Miller, Alita F. First Year Engineering 

Milton, Thaddeus J. First Year Engineering 

Moffitt, Janae' N. College of Health & Human Science 

Moore, Alec R. School of Management 

Moore, Shannon D. School of Management 

Morris, Ayana S. College of Science 

Mutombo, Christelle K. Pre-Pharmacy 

Nettles, Octaivia Exploratory Studies 

Nin Velez, Alexmar College of Agriculture 

Njeri, Sharon Polytechnic Institute 

Nyaawie, Djata K. First Year Engineering 

Okereke, Chizurum I. First Year Engineering 

Parker, Sydnei D. Pre-Pharmacy 

Patton, Jeremiah D. School of Management 

Porter, Alexis M. College of Liberal Arts 

Roach, Antonia M. College of Health & Human Science 

Robinson, Grace E. Pre-Pharmacy 

Rogers, Krysta A. College of Liberal Arts 

Rose, Marcus A. First Year Engineering 

Simpson, Bryce A. Polytechnic Institute 

Slosser, Garrett S. School of Management 

Smith, Azariah J. Polytechnic Institute 

Taylor, Kalianna F. College of Health & Human Science 

Thomas, Sarah E. College of Liberal Arts 

Walker, Kyle N. Exploratory Studies 

Wilburn, Alyssa L. Exploratory Studies 

Williams, Brandon L. Polytechnic Institute 

Wills, Myo A. Polytechnic Institute 

Woodfork, Winston O. Pre-Pharmacy 

Yigrem, Samuale N. First Year Engineering 

Yousif, Ahmed Polytechnic Institute 
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SOPHOMORE Honorees 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Abdul-Aleem, Anisah B. First Year Engineering 

Aly, Yahia M. First Year Engineering 

Becktell, Devin R. First Year Engineering 

Bethea, Aubrayon K. School of Management 

Black, Symone L. College of Health & Human Science 

Blackmon, Antonio D. College of Health & Human Science 

Bostick, Megan E. College of Health & Human Science 

Brown, Mariah T. College of Health & Human Science 

Brown-Anderson, Alexandra A. School of Management 

Carey, Breeah S. College of Health & Human Science 

Carter, Martasia M. Pre-Pharmacy 

Church, Romello C. College of Liberal Arts 

Coats, Emily A. College of Liberal Arts 

Colvin, Laurita A. College of Liberal Arts 

Cook, Aarion R. Polytechnic Institute 

Croom, Mykah N. College of Liberal Arts 

Denson, Jayne E. College of Liberal Arts 

Diallo, Kady A. School of Management 

Diei, Jean-Michael A. College of Science 

Douglas, Makaylah C. College of Agriculture 

Elliott, Daja K. College of Liberal Arts 

Eskander, Julia College of Health & Human Science 

Ezeamaku, Chibuzor Daniel School of Chemical Engineering 

Ford, Timothy B. Polytechnic Institute 

French, Jeffrey J. First Year Engineering 

Hampton, Kaylah C. College of Liberal Arts 

Hassanein, Adam A. College of Liberal Arts 

Henderson, Henry L. College of Science 

Herman, Katelyn M. School of Management 

Hopkins, Christopher L. School of Management 

Hughes, Maya C. College of Health & Human Science 

Johnson-Bey, LaShonda College of Health & Human Science 

Jones, Markell A. Polytechnic Institute 

Kelly, Kynnedy M. College of Science 

Keys, Andreona L. College of Liberal Arts 

Lengel, Kelsey T. College of Education 

Lewis, Denzel J. First Year Engineering 

Linden, Stefan Z. College of Science 

Mable, Dakota W. Polytechnic Institute 

Madden, Kara E. School of Management 

Major, Janae M. School of Management 

Martin, Clifton D. College of Liberal Arts 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Sophomore Honorees 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Matthews, Kirt J. School of Management 

Mbakogu, Nneoma F. School of Management 

Mbala-Nkanga, Edzang J. First Year Engineering 

Mc Nair, Ashli C. College of Health & Human Science 

McKnight, Jamilah N. College of Health & Human Science 

Mendes Teles, Giovana College of Science 

Miller, Quinci D. College of Liberal Arts 

Mizinga, Kemmy N. Polytechnic Institute 

Montgomery, Jalen F. Polytechnic Institute 

Mzumara, Themba R. College of Health & Human Science 

Nsonwu, Jordan O. Polytechnic Institute 

Osman, Jasmin A. College of Liberal Arts 

Parks, Jalynn R. College of Health & Human Science 

Perez, Erice A. College of Liberal Arts 

Pervine, Markeia U. College of Liberal Arts 

Phillips, Gregory L. College of Health & Human Science 

Robinson, Delores M. School of Management 

Robinson, Myles D. Polytechnic Institute 

Rowe, Nicole School of Management 

Sellers, Sean A. Polytechnic Institute 

Shepherd, Shenetha M. College of Liberal Arts 

Shoopman, Seon T. Polytechnic Institute 

Skinner, Jazmine L. College of Health & Human Science 

Smith, Alexis R. College of Health & Human Science 

Souliske, Jonathan J. College of Education 

Swanigan, Caleb S. College of Education 

Thompson, LaSalle Polytechnic Institute 

Tucker, Sydney S. College of Liberal Arts 

Vaden, Breana N. Pre-Pharmacy 

Valentin Rodriguez, Angel J. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Ward, Myles J. Polytechnic Institute 

Waweru, Matthew K. College of Liberal Arts 

Westbrook, Tyler J. Polytechnic Institute 

White, Clarence L. Polytechnic Institute 

Wicks, Cameron J. College of Agriculture 

Wigfall, Crescent N. College of Liberal Arts 

Wilburn, Deon L. College of Liberal Arts 

Wilhight, Christen L. Pre-Pharmacy 

Wilkinson, Danielle S. College of Liberal Arts 

Williams, Dannah I. Exploratory Studies 

Williams, Jordan M. School of Management 

Wilson, Chantel J. Polytechnic Institute 
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 JUNIOR Honorees 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
Adams Poff, Sabre P. College of Liberal Arts 

Akande, Alabi-Michael P. College of Liberal Arts 

Andrews, Emeka College of Health & Human Science 

Appleton, Patrick S. School of Management 

Bailey, Joshua D. College of Science 

Ball, Roya L. College of Agriculture 

Biratu, Tomas H. Polytechnic Institute 

Bowens, Rudolph N. Polytechnic Institute 

Bronson, Celeste A. School of Environmental & Ecological Engineering 

Brown, Candace L. College of Education 

Carson, Savannah A. College of Liberal Arts 

Chatrath, Anjuli T. College of Science 

Clark, Julian T. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Cody, Taylor E. College of Liberal Arts 

Cole, Patrick A. First Year Engineering 

Coleman, Kyla B. Pre-Pharmacy 

Colquitt, Jade A. School of Management 

Dadson, Joshua N. College of Health & Human Science 

Duke, Nadia C. School of Management 

Dye, DaJanae' N. School of Management 

Edison, Jasmine L. College of Liberal Arts 

Edwards, Lauren A. Polytechnic Institute 

Erby, Aisha J. College of Health & Human Science 

Esantsi, Nathan K. First Year Engineering 

Feurtado, Chesney M. School of Management 

Folarin-Amode, Faridat O. College of Science 

Frey, Sara F. College of Liberal Arts 

Gabir, Matthew R. School of Management 

Garnett, Jalen A. School of Management 

Ghazali, Mohammed D. School of Agr and Bio Engineering 

Gillespie, Frederick J. Polytechnic Institute 

Goodwin, Marissa E. College of Agriculture 

Graham, Jazlyn C. School of Management 

Green, Caitlyn J. College of Science 

Greene, Raelyn N. College of Health & Human Science 

Harris, Jared A. School of Management 

Harton, Marcus N. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Hawthorne, Charles A. College of Agriculture 

Hugghis, Eli J. College of Agriculture 

Hughel-Deeds, Leila M. College of Health & Human Science 

Humphrey, Myles T. School of Management 

Isaac, Akira E. School of Aero and Astro Engineering 

Jackson, Robert A. College of Health & Human Science 

Jenkins, Briana M. School of Management 

Jones, Alycia A. Veterinary Technology 

Jones, DeAngila T. College of Health & Human Science 

Jones, Jonathan  A. College of Pharmacy 

Kipp, Sierra D. College of Agriculture 

Lassiter, Elijah D. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Lee, Ashanti M. Veterinary Technology 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

JUNIOR Honorees   

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Marshall, Jerome A. School of Biomedical Engineering 

Martin, Aaron D. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Martisek, Kayla N. School of Civil Engineering 

May, Simone I. College of Science 

Mayo, E'laija L. Polytechnic Institute 

Mbongo, William E. College of Science 

McDonald, Sedrick M. School of Management 

McKee, Isaiah W. First Year Engineering 

Miles, Jasmine E. College of Health & Human Science 

Mitchell, Lindsey L. College of Liberal Arts 

Montgomery, Michael C. School of Management 

Muntz, Nathan A. College of Science 

Namwali, Alexander C. Polytechnic Institute 

Neal, Christian T. School of Aero and Astro Engr 

Norris, Makenzie R. College of Science 

Odimayomi, Tolulope O. School of Chemical Engineering 

Ogbeifun, Osamudiamen O. College of Agriculture 

Ojibah, Benedicta N. College of Science 

Onyeukwu, Chinyere College of Health & Human Science 

Parker, Nathifa J. College of Health & Human Science 

Payne, Lauren E. School of Chemical Engineering 

Pillay, Srisha College of Health & Human Science 

Poole, Gerranda R. College of Liberal Arts 

Puckett, Sydney N. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Reynolds, Lasawni A. School of Management 

Ruiz, Derek M. Polytechnic Institute 

Scissom, Janel B. College of Liberal Arts 

Shelby, Dominique J. School of Management 

Silman, Andrew E. School of Biomedical Engr 

Skinner, Christian L. Polytechnic Institute 

Smith, Briana L. College of Health & Human Science 

Smith, Hannah L. School of Management 

Strode, Adrianna N. Pre-Pharmacy 

Tola, Sydney B. College of Science 

Toler, Dazah M. College of Education 

Tucker, Jaylon B. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Vassall, Amanda D. College of Liberal Arts 

Wade, Cassidy S. College of Health & Human Science 

Walker, Javon A. Polytechnic Institute 

Welch, Veronica S. Pre-Pharmacy 

Whitt, D'Eric U. Pre-Pharmacy 

Wilhight, Clinton L. School of Management 

Williams, Adam H. School of Chemical Engineering 

Williams, Jade A. Polytechnic Institute 

Williamson, DeForest K. College of Health & Human Science 

Wilson, Jasmine A. School of Management 

Woods, Sabrina N. College of Agriculture 

Woods, Tenaizus L. College of Science 

Young, Darren C. School of Management 

Young, Latrice P. College of Liberal Arts 
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SENIOR Honorees   

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Abaddi, Rebecca A. College of Science 

Abdelsalam, Manahil College of Pharmacy 

Adams, Jarhett J. College of Health & Human Science 

Adams, Kendrick L. Polytechnic Institute 

Adelaja, Fayette A. College of Health & Human Science 

Adenrele, Bankole A. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Adetayo, Oluwatoni A. School of Chemical Engineering 

Allen, Jamal X. Polytechnic Institute 

Allen, Roderick N. College of Liberal Arts 

Ashibuogwu, Ifeoma D. College of Liberal Arts 

Bailey, Shari N. College of Liberal Arts 

Baines, Courtney C. School of Chemical Engineering 

Baines, Jazzlynn M. Polytechnic Institute 

Baker, Taiyesha F. College of Health & Human Science 

Bigbee, Darius L. Polytechnic Institute 

Birchfield, James H. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Birchfield, James H. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Boiquaye, Edith D. School of Civil Engineering 

Bolden, Evan M. School of Management 

Bradwell, Prachant G. School of Management 

Brantley, Taylor C. School of Management 

Brown, Cherriana I. College of Health & Human Science 

Brown, Cierra L. College of Health & Human Science 

Brown, Erik D. Polytechnic Institute 

Campbell, Joshua A. Polytechnic Institute 

Carlos, Myles X. College of Liberal Arts 

Carter, Desiree D. College of Liberal Arts 

Clark, Kennedy I. College of Liberal Arts 

Collins, Jessica L. College of Liberal Arts 

Conway, Cornelius A. College of Liberal Arts 

Craft, Morgan Ashley C. College of Science 

Daniels, Ayanna D. School of Management 

Davidson, Curtice T. Polytechnic Institute 

Davidson, Loretta School of Management 

Davis, Aysha I. College of Science 

Dickerson, Treh E. College of Liberal Arts 

Emeli, Theresa O. College of Science 

Ezechukwu, Danny I. School of Management 

Fazle, Trilliah E. College of Health & Human Science 

Francis, Blair N. School of Aero and Astro Engineering 

Fritzen, Heather K. College of Agriculture 

Gibbs, Lisa C. College of Science 

Goins, Afton M. College of Health & Human Science 

Green, Saayande R. School of Management 

Gregory, Holly E. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Gully, Rachel B. College of Science 

Hall, Jorie     School of Management 

Hall, Latrice M. School of Management 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

SENIOR Honorees   
NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Hall-Wiggan, Oswald N. Polytechnic Institute 

Harris, Annadele R. College of Agriculture 

Harris, Arryn T. College of Agriculture 

Haskins, Jordan R. School of Management 

Hughes, Imani N. School of Management 

Hunte, Da'Wan D. College of Liberal Arts 

Hurn, Priscilla B. Polytechnic Institute 

Irvin, Sheyanne I. College of Education 

Jackson, Azzedin R. School of Materials Engineering 

Jackson, Terrence D. Polytechnic Institute 

Jefferson, Chloe M. College of Agriculture 

Johnson, Destiny M. College of Liberal Arts 

Johnson, Nicholas E. Polytechnic Institute 

Kawewehi, Dairius A. Polytechnic Institute 

Kennedy, Jasmine D. College of Liberal Arts 

King, Joseph L. College of Agriculture 

King, Mel'Dre D. Polytechnic Institute 

Koleosho, Adetoro S. College of Agriculture 

Kourtu, Craig M. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Ladapo, Ifeoluwa E. College of Health & Human Science 

Lancaster, Lauren N. College of Health & Human Science 

Lasker, Kristina L. College of Health & Human Science 

Lawson, Evan S. College of Health & Human Science 

Logan, Austin C. College of Liberal Arts 

Long, Madison M. School of Management 

Lung, Miranda S. Polytechnic Institute 

Martin, Joelle N. College of Agriculture 

Massey, Jordan A. College of Science 

Mathieu, Elliot C. College of Science 

Matthews, Destiny R. College of Health & Human Science 

Mayfield, Christal N. College of Health & Human Science 

Mbeledogu, Dubem R. School of Chemical Engineering 

Mcdaniels, Bronz D. College of Science 

Mcintosh, Kiara R. College of Agriculture 

Miller, Alexis R. College of Health & Human Science 

Montgomery, Justice T. College of Health & Human Science 

Morning, Brennon D. Polytechnic Institute 

Morrissette, Justin H. Polytechnic Institute 

Mubarak, Aanisah F. College of Health & Human Science 

Nigh, Joseph A. College of Agriculture 

Nyhus, Jonathan R. School of Aero and Astro Engineering 

Odihi, Daniel E. School of Industrial Engineering 

Ojuba, Nofan R. School of Management 

Okeahialam, Robyn O. College of Health & Human Science 

Onadeko, Oreoluwatomi O. School of Management 

Onyeukwu, Ugochinyere N. College of Health & Human Science 

Osborne, Jared L. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Oscai, Mark M. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Parchment, Edward School of Management 

Parrish, Kristina M. College of Health & Human Science 

Patterson, Devin T. College of Health & Human Science 
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SENIOR Honorees   

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
Paul, Megan College of Agriculture 

Pearson, McKeith College of Science 

Pierson, Brittany N. School of Industrial Engineering 

Pierson, Simone S. School of Management 

Powell, Sierra L. College of Health & Human Science 

Preddie, Alaina K. College of Health & Human Science 

Queeman, Kathyana A. College of Liberal Arts 

Ragland, Lauren R. Polytechnic Institute 

Redmond, Tierra T. College of Education 

Render, Danielle M. School of Interdisciplnry Engineering 

Rivers, Danielle E. College of Science 

Roach, Deserie A. Polytechnic Institute 

Roberts, Alexus S. College of Science 

Robinson, Demi S. College of Health & Human Science 

Roggenbuck, Keelee E. School of Civil Engineering 

Rowe, Eric D. College of Liberal Arts 

Russell, Brooklyn S. College of Liberal Arts 

Sameshima, Avery K. College of Health & Human Science 

Sanogo, Mariam K. College of Science 

Scales, Umi D. College of Science 

Sededji, Afi H. College of Health & Human Science 

Shirley, Nathan W. School of Chemical Engineering 

Simmons, Oceyaunna L. College of Science 

Simon, Maurice College of Health & Human Science 

Smith, Asia M. School of Management 

Smith, Brandi B. College of Health & Human Science 

Spear, Jazmyne L. College of Agriculture 

Stoner, Chrishana F. Polytechnic Institute 

Sylla, Martha M. School of Management 

Thang, Kelsey A. School of Management 

Thomas, Benjamin P. School of Management 

Thomas, Emily A. School of Chemical Engineering 

Thomas, Jalen T. College of Health & Human Science 

Thornton, Chanel E. College of Health & Human Science 

Tsetse, Bernard B. Polytechnic Institute 

Verble, Kelton M. College of Agriculture 

Wagner, Jacob R. School of Biomedical Engr 

Walker, Briana N. College of Health & Human Science 

Walker, Wendell D. College of Health & Human Science 

Walls, Isaiah Polytechnic Institute 

Washington-Reyes, Paola L. College of Health & Human Science 

White, Alexis R. College of Health & Human Science 

White, Christian D. School of Chemical Engineering 

Williams, Raven L. College of Health & Human Science 

Williams, Suraya A. College of Science 

Wilson, Alicia J. College of Health & Human Science 

Wilson, Shanera R. College of Health & Human Science 

Winfrey, Twyla I. Polytechnic Institute 

Yacinthe, Andrew R. School of Environmental & Ecological Engineering 

Zehr, Logan J. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Zhang, Xiao School of Civil Engineering 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Professional student Honorees  

 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Agbah, Dennis D. Pharmacy 

Allen, Cameron K. Pharmacy 

Anguah, Theophilus K. Pharmacy 

Asamah, Christian I. Pharmacy 

Asmah, Benjamin K. Pharmacy 

Bates, Allison E. Pharmacy 

Brewer, Shanice L. Pharmacy 

Carter, Chandler C. Veterinary Medicine 

Che Ditah, Felicia T. Pharmacy 

Christianson, Cristina M. Veterinary Medicine 

Ekwealor, Nwadiogbu M. Pharmacy 

Gervais, Angelica Pharmacy 

Habib, Mariam I. Pharmacy 

Kariuki, Naomi Pharmacy 

Kelly, Kailen R. Pharmacy 

Khan, Ashar T. Pharmacy 

Kohanov, Rachel E. Veterinary Medicine 

Kozlowski, Christopher F. Veterinary Medicine 

Maasa, Robinah K. Pharmacy 

Malan, Herve R. Pharmacy 

Martin, Teneia M. Pharmacy 

Mayard, Stephanie Veterinary Medicine 

Muhoro, Caroline N. Pharmacy 

Mustonen, Allison M. Veterinary Medicine 

Najar, Brenda M. Veterinary Medicine 

Negrini, Kara A. Veterinary Medicine 

Rapa, Nicole L. Veterinary Medicine 

Roque-Torres, Janet L. Veterinary Medicine 

Rosario, Colleen M. Veterinary Medicine 

Steinkamp, Katelyn M. Veterinary Medicine 

Swan, Melissa P. Veterinary Medicine 

Whitney, India S. Pharmacy 

Williams, Arthur J. Pharmacy 

Williams, Rachel N. Veterinary Medicine 

Wondimu, Yiftusira G. Pharmacy 

Yeboah, Kwadwo A. Pharmacy 

Zeiger, Jessica R. Veterinary Medicine 
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PBAO Endowed Scholarship 
 

Shannon Moore 

 

Delores Robinson 

  Presidential Scholarship 
 

Bryce Hibbler 

Roger Blalock Scholarship 
 

Sierre Powell 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Special Awards 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Service and Leadership award 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
              
 
 

 
 

 
 

FRESHMAN 
 

  

SOPHOMORE 
 

 

JUNIOR 
 

 

Highest GPA In each Class Award 

SENIOR 
 

 

Professional Student 
 

 

Fazle, Trilliah E. 

 

Roach, Antonia M. 

Nyaawie, Djata K. 

Aduwari, Clare E. 
Matthews, Kirt J. 

Williams, Jordan M 

Vaden, Breana N. 

Jones, Jonathan  A. 

Adetayo, Oluwatoni A. Maasa, Robinah K. 

Steinkamp, Katelyn M. 

Corina Collins 

Morgan Ashley Craft 

Tramaine Creighton 

Ayanna Daniels 

Alyssa Haithcox 

Kailen Kelly 

Mel Dre King 

Teneia Martin 

Justice Montgomery 

Emeral Obie 

Benedicta N. Ojibah 

Alexus S. Roberts 

Briana Smith 

Adrianna Strode 

Cassidy Wade 

Clara E. Bell 
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BLACK CAUCUS PATRONS  
 

Dr. Margaret M. Rowe 

Dr. Carolyn & Robert Perrucci 

                                   Dr. Zenephia E. Evans             

                              Drs. David & Alysa Rollock 

                                         §§§§§§§§§§§§ 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 
 

Provost Debasish Dutta 

 

 

§§§§§§§§§§§§ 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

BLACK CAUCUS OF FACULTY & STAFF OFFICERS 

 

 
 

 

Terri Donald, Reception & Setups 

Johnny Brown, Information & RSVP’s 

 Baraka Conley, Gifts & Student Acknowledgements 

Natasha Watkins, Registration  

David Rollock, Publications                            

Matilda Stokes, Chair & Program Booklet 

Sandra Sydnor, Student Gifts 

Maurice Williams, Student Line-up & Awards 

Zenephia Evans, Service and Leadership 

 

 

Pamala Morris, Chair 

Chrystal Johnson, Vice Chair 

Dorothy Reed, Secretary/Historian                                                                                            

Johnny E. Brown, Treasurer 

Vacant, Parliamentarian 

Zenephia E. Evans, Fiscal Planner 

Matilda B. Stokes, Webmaster 

James J. Foster, Member at Large  

David Rollock, Member at Large  

Tenecia Waddell, Member at Large  

 

AWARDS PROGRAM COMMITTEE 2016 
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                                                                                                                                                                                                    28 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

CONGRATULATIONS JAB !!! 
 

I’m so proud of the achievements you have accomplished so far, and I look 

forward to witnessing what God has in store for you. 

 

Love Ma 

 

To my niece/God daughter, 

 

Congratulations on the extended path you have taken toward educating and empowering 

yourself with knowledge and wisdom.  Continue to keep striving for doing and being 

your best at all times!!  You have accomplished so much in a short period of time.  Some 

people never get it done!  All I can say is “Black Girls Do Rock!!” 

 

Love Ya! 

Auntie Na-nah and the Reid Family 

 

Joi, 
 

We congratulate you on this important achievement.  Continued  

Prayers and Support as you reach higher levels of excellence.  God 

Bless you, and we Love you. 

 

Uncle Bob and Auntie Brenda 
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W e a r e  p r o u d  o f  yo u ! ! !  
  

M i cha e l  a n d  Ja cqu e l yn  

O sb o rn e  

  

With enthusiasm and hard work success is certain to be 
achieved. Well done. Congratulations on this wonderful 

achievement. 

Jared Langston Osborne 

 

Thanks to the Purdue University Black Caucus 

 
 

 

DEVIN R. BECKTELL 

 
“Congratulations Devin:   

We are so proud of you” 

 

Love Mom, Dad, Bethany and Grandma 

CONGRATULATIONS EVAN!! 

 
On being recognized for academic excellence and 

community service by Purdue University’s Black 

Caucus of Faculty and Staff.  You richly deserve 

being awarded such recognition. 

 

We are pleased to know that your nurturing, hard 

work, dedication, courage and strong character have 

earned the respect of, not only us but other important 

people in your life too.  

  

We wish you success in each path of your  

journey through life, confidence in yourself as you 

travel down these paths and a world filled with  

happiness that reminds you of your importance to 

family and community. 

 

 Keep up the hard work, keep on caring and sincere 

wishes for continued achievements. 

 

MOM & DAD 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/With_enthusiasm_and_hard_work_like_yours%2C_success_was_certain_to_be_achieved._Well_done._Congratulat/498184/
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/With_enthusiasm_and_hard_work_like_yours%2C_success_was_certain_to_be_achieved._Well_done._Congratulat/498184/
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/With_enthusiasm_and_hard_work_like_yours%2C_success_was_certain_to_be_achieved._Well_done._Congratulat/498184/


 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Congratulations!! 

Hollis 

 

I am so proud of the  

accomplishments you 

have made in such a 

short time at Purdue. 

 

Keep up the good work. 

 

Love Mom 

Congratulations Megan,  

on your academic  

achievement and  

leadership at Purdue.   

We are very proud of 

your commitment to  

Excellence. 

 

Love, 

 

Dad, Mom, Denise and 

Anthony 

“Congratulations to the Black  

Caucus of Faculty and Staff,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

from the Board of Directors and  

Members of the  

Greater Lafayette Chapter  

of Indiana Black Expo” 

 

  

We Salute The 2016 Honor  

Students. 
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For students who want to 

exbefore choosing a major, 

Exploratory Studies is a 

great place to start.plore all 

of their options  

Facebook/PurdueExplorers @PurdueExplorers www.purdue.edu/exploratory/right-track 

Congratulations, 
 

Dr. Rachel Williams 
 

Love You!! 
 

Mom, Dad,  
Grandma, 

Marcia, Otkrist 
Jeffrey & Alan 

 

"Amanda,  

congratulations 

on doing an 

outstanding 

job and being 

so consistent. 

We appreciate 

all that you do.  

 

Love, mom & 

dad" 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&docid=QanOc4elti2_UM&tbnid=fTKCrFX9aTbCVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F&ei=hpiIU_bFDpWRqAbPx4DwCA&bvm=bv.67720277,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNFUXYB9ic4Ad6OT_zbeXFZYxMmLcQ&ust=14
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&docid=3LTVBTaCB-E50M&tbnid=TW40P_3a4vVnfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheinspirationroom.com%2Fdaily%2F2012%2Ftwitter-logo-redesigned%2F&ei=cSMOUu_hJoKsyAHkw4Bg&bvm=bv.50768961,d.b2I&psi


 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  

Congratulations Students!  

For Your Excellent Academic and  

Service Achievements. 

 

Congratulations Black Caucus of  

Faculty & Staff for41 years of Service to 

Purdue University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dr. Venetria K. Patton                            

Provost Fellow, Diversity and Inclusion 

Head, School of Interdisciplinary  

Studies 

 

The College of Pharmacy and the Office of Multicultural  

Programs at Purdue University 

CONGRATULATE Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff on 41 

years of EXCELLENCE! 

We wish you many more years of SUCCESS! 

 

Craig K. Svensson, Pharm.D., Ph.D 

Dean, College of Pharmacy,  

Professor of Medicinal Chemistry and Molecular Pharmacology 
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Nicholas Johnson,
Congratulations on your 
achievements! You have 
made us all proud! 

-Your Family 
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Dan Bully II, 

Your Mind Is Like A Muscle, It Just Keeps Getting Stronger With Use 
Congratulations on your Academic Achievement 

We Love You Dearly, 
Mommy and Auntie Tammie 
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Our family extends a warm congratulations to Jeffrey J. French, II on being selected to 

receive an award on behalf of the Purdue University Black Caucus of Faculty and 

Staff, and the Purdue University Black Alumni Organization! 

 

Jeffrey has always placed academic excellence at the top of his get-it-done list and has 

consistently performed in and out of the classroom.  He also somehow makes time to 

tutor others in need, play and referee soccer games, volunteer in the community,  

participate at church activities and spend time with family. 

 

We are so proud of the young man Jeffrey is becoming and look forward to seeing how 

his academic excellence will influence the world!  

  

Love & Continued Blessings, 

 

The French & Grubbs Families    
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Dr. Ronald J. Stephens, Director 

100 University Street, Beering Hall Room 6182 

West Lafayette, IN 47907 

Phone: 765-494-5680 

www.cla.purdue.edu/african-american 

AFRICAN AMERICAN  

STUDIES AND  

RESEARCH CENTER 

Building an intellectual community for the 21st century 

Congratulations to the Purdue  
Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff  

on your 41st Annual  
Service and Awards Program! 

 

African American Studies and Research Center 
Joins The Purdue Black Caucus  

in Recognizing Excellence in Academics and  
Service.  

Join African American Studies for our 30th  

Symposium on Philosophy & Culture,  

December 1-3, 2016 


