
Math 201: Introduction to Probability

Midterm 2

November 21, 2017

NAME (please print legibly):

Your University ID Number:

Instructions:

1. Indicate your instructor with a check in the appropriate box:

Krishnan MW 2:00

Herman MW 10:25

2. Read the notes below:

• The presence of any electronic or calculating device at this exam is

strictly forbidden, including (but not limited to) calculators, cell phones,

and iPods.

• Notes of any kind are strictly forbidden.

• Show work and justify all answers. You may not receive full credit for

a correct answer if insufficient work is shown or insufficient justification

is given.

• You do not need to simplify complicated numerical expressions.

• You are responsible for checking that this exam has all 11 pages.

3. Read the following Academic Honesty Statement and sign:

I affirm that I will not give or receive any unauthorized help on this exam, and that

all work will be my own.

Signature:
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QUESTION VALUE SCORE

1 20

2 20

3 12

4 12

5 20

6 16

TOTAL 100
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1. (20 points) Let X be a random variable with probability density given by:

f(x) =

{
k x e−4x, x ≥ 0

0, x < 0

where k is a constant.

(a) Find the constant k.

(b) What is the probability of the event “X = 10”?
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(c) Find the cumulative distribution function F (t) for the variable X.

(d) What is the probability of the event “X lies between 3 and 4”?



Midterm 2, Math 201 November 21, 2017 Page 5 of 11

2. (20 points) A pollster wants to determine the support candidate A has in a population

of a very large number of potential voters. She conducts a poll of 10000 randomly selected

people from the population, where 4870 people say that they will vote for the candidate.

(a) Let p be the true proportion of voters in the entire population who support candidate

A. Express in terms of p the Binomial probability that exactly 4870 people out of the 10000

polled support candidate A.

(b) Give a 95% confidence interval for the true proportion of people who support candidate

A.
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(c) Suppose candidate A wins the election by winning a negligible amount more than 50% of

the vote. Calculate an approximate probability that the poll would produce a result where

at most 4870 candidates would say they support candidate A.
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3. (12 points) Suppose the number of insurance claims a company receives in a year is

modeled by a Poisson distribution. On average the company sees 10 claims a year.

(a) What is the standard deviation of the number of claims that the company receives?

(b) The company has reserves that let it pay 25 claims in a year. Give an expression for the

probability that the company goes bankrupt.
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4. (12 points) The time you have to wait for a bus once you’ve arrived at the bus stop is

exponentially distributed with a mean waiting time of 10 minutes.

(a) What is the probability that you wait more than 20 minutes for the bus?

(b) Suppose that the bus is 10 minutes late and has still not arrived. What is the probability

that you will have to wait 10 more minutes for the bus to arrive?
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5. (20 points) Let (X,Y ) be random variables with joint probability mass function pX,Y

given by

pX,Y (−1,−3) = 0.1 pX,Y (−1, 2) = 0.1 pX,Y (−1, 6) = 0

pX,Y (4,−3) = 0.2 pX,Y (4, 2) = 0.2 pX,Y (4, 6) = 0.1

pX,Y (10,−3) = 0.1 pX,Y (10, 2) = 0 pX,Y (10, 6) = 0.2

(a) Find P (XY < 0).

(b) Find P (Y = −3).

(c) Find E(Y ).

(d) Find MX(t), the moment generating function of X.
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6. (16 points) Let X be a random variable with moment generating function

MX(t) =
1

(1− 2t)4
defined for t <

1

2
.

(a) Find E(X) and V ar(X).

(b) Suppose Y = 5X50 + 2. Find E(Y ) and V ar(Y ).
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